


e, 8

b UN MY SIXTY-THIRD BIRTHPAY,
: BRAINIAC CALCULATED THAT
THE WORLDP NOW CONTAINEP

ALMOST S/X BILLION L SEa o S e S ST
COMMUNISTS. S s &

SR T : .-l QUICKLY POUBLE-|.

CHECKEP AND HE

WAS RIGHT.




OSCOW TICK-TOCKED WITH
THE SAME SWISS5 WATCH
PRECISION AS EVERY OTHER
) TOWN ANP CITY IN OUR
GLOBAL SOVIET UNION.

VERY APULT HAP A JOB,
EVERY CHILDP HAP A HOBBY,
ANP THE ENTIRE HUMAN
POPULATION ENJOYEP THE
FULL EIGHT HOLRS' SLEEP
WHICH THEIR BOPIES
REQUIRED.

c RIME PIPN'T EXIST.
ACCIPENTS NEVER
HAFFENED.

A\ |

/ IT PIPN'T EVEN RAIN
Il UNLESS BRAINIAC WAS
ABSOLUTELY CERTAIN
THAT EVERYONE WAS
CARRYING AN
UMBRELLA.

CITIZENS AND HARDLY |
ANYONE COMPLAINED.




IF MY OLN
REHABILITATION ISN'T
PROOF ENOUGH, SURELY
YOUR OTHER FORMER
ENEMIES CLERNING
TOILETS IN BOMBRY IS R
TRIBUTE TO THE SUCCESS
OF YOUR INITIATIVES.

EVEN LUTHOR HRS
BEEN UNUSUALLY
QUIET LATELY.

THE BAT-MEN
SEEM TO BE
RESPONDING WELL TO
THEIR NEW PERSONALITIES,
BRAINIAC. T THINK WE CAN
SAFELY REINTROPLICE
THEM TO SCCIETY SOON
WITHOUT ANY SERIOUS
CONCERNS.

A STEADY HAND AND SOME |
PIONEERING NEUROSURGERY
AND EVEN THE MOST
PERSISTENT TROUBLE-
MAKERS CAN BECOME
PRODUCTIVE WORKERS,
COMRRDE SUPERMAN.

1S ONLY EIGHT PERCENT. LIFE
MEASLURED IN EXPECTANCY HRS
RESULTS, BRAINIAC. INCRERSED TO ONE
SUMMARIZE HUNDRED AND TWELVE
TOPAY'S EARTH YERRS.
STATISTICS,
PLEASE. i SUICIDES ARE DOWN
< SINCE | ADDED FLUOXETINE
HYDROCHLORIDE TO THE
WATER SUPPLY. BIRTH
RATES ARE ON THE RISE,
ALL INCRERSES LOCALIZED
TO THE PREARRANGED
TROUBLE SPOTS...

1y l
SUCCESS !I PRODUCTIVITY IS UP




WHAT ABOUT
AMERICAZ

STILL A WAR ZONE,
UNFORTUNATELY, AND
STILL REFUSING THE AID
PRCKAGES WE'VE
OFFERED THEM. THREE
HUNDRED AND FIFTY
MILLION PEOPLE RRE ON
THE BRINK OF
STARRVATION, SUPERMAN.

Ny

WOULDN'T IT BE MORE
HUMANE TO JUST INVADE |
THEIR SHORES AND
MAKE THEM FALL IN LINE
WITH THE REST OF THE
WORLD?

N L

OUT OF THE
QUESTION, OLD
FRIEND. THIS GLOBAL
REVOLUTION HAS
BEEN BLOOPLESS SO
a FAR AND THERE'S NO
REASON TO CHANGE
2. TACTICS NOW.

BIPE MY TIME ANP THE
WHOLE WORLDP WOLILP
FINALLY BE AS PERFECT

AS GOP HAP INTENPED |
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AMERICA
WILL FALL LIKE EVERY
OTHER OUTPATED
WORLD ECONOMY. ALL
WE HAVE TO DO IS WAIT
AND PICK UP THE
PIECES.

i
B= 77 muck 1 |-
WAS CERTAAN.

IT PIPN'T OCCLR TO ME
FOR A MOMENT WHAT
LUTHOR HAP BEEN
PLOTTING IN HIS LEAD-
LINED, SOUNPPROOFEDP
LABORATORY...







pf?Eﬁ/DENT LUTHOR CEASEP

TRAPING WITH THE REST OF

THE WORLP IN JTANUARY
2001 ANP CREATEDP A

STRICT, INTERNAL MARKET

WHERE HE HADP ABSOLUTE
CONTROL OVER EVERY

POLLAR BILL.

HE HADP
POUBLED THE
STANPARP OF LIVING
FOR EVERY AMERICAN
E CITIZEN ANP HE
POUBLEP IT AGAIN IN
MARCH.

FPRIL SAW A SWIFT
RETURN TO FULL
EMPLOYMENT. BY MAY.

] HE HAD ERAPICATEDP
HOMELESSNESS IN THE
THIRTY-FOLUR STATES
STILL UNPER WHITE

HOUSE CONTROL

AFTER THE BITTER CIVIL

WAR OF 1986.

UNE 15T MARKED
| THE RETURN OF THE
| SIXTEEN PROPIGAL
STATES.

IN HIS MISERABLE LIFE,
THIS WAS JUST THE
FIRST STAGE IN A
MASTER PLAN TO
FINALLY ELIMINATE ME.
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/ B)’ THE MIPPLE OF HIS

FIRST YEAR IN OFFICE,
AMERICA HAP A VIBRANT
ECONOMY, A HAPPY
POPULATION ANP A
PRESIPENT WITH AN
UNPRECEPENTEDP
APPROVAL RATING OF

(| ONE HUNPRED PER CENT.

UT HE WASN'T
POING THIS FOR
THE PEOFLE.




I KNOW YOU'VE

S, =
SILLY OLD NEWSP APER BEEH A ;

OFFICES, LOIS, BUT YOU
S\ MUST ADMIT THAT GLOBE
RUINS AN OTHERWISE

SNSRI ENEREFIRNEEE B
SEISEANNNNEANAN W)

OF COLRSE NOT,
PARLING. WHAT
POSSIBLE REASON
COULP LEX EVER HAVE
FOR INTENTIONALLY
HURTING HIS OWN

WHY RESURRECT
& THE METROPOLIS
EAGLE BUT GIVE THE PAILY
PLANET AN EXECUTION
ORPER?Z |SN'T HE JUST
BEING DELIBERATELY
CRUEL?

MAYBE YOU'RE

RIGH
orp

TO SAVE EVERY OTHER

BUSIN

EXCEPT THE ONE I USEP

TEARING POWN THE
OBSOLETE AND REPLACING IT
WITH SOMETHING BETTER IS
JUST THE NATURAL ORDER OF
THINGS, PEAR SISTER.

NS
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T, LUCY, BUT ISN'T IT
HOW LEX MANAGED

ESS IN THE COUNTRY,
TO WORK FOR?

W BECAUS
Y KNOWS I LOVED N\ MOST RIDICLULOUS ||
f THIS NEWSPAPER WITH T\

| ALL MY HEART AND HE
| CANT STAND THE
IDEA OF ME LOVING
NYTHING EXCEPT

HIM.

HE e OH, THAT'S THE

li




LEX JUST LIKES TO SURROUND HMSELF i HAVE YOU FORGOTTEN WHAT IT WAS
WITH PEOPLE HE CAN TRUST, AND YOUR i LIKE BEFORE LEX AND JIMMY WON THE WHITE
RESPONSIBILITIES AS FIRST LADY ECLIPSE i HOUSE FROM FRIEPMAN, LOIS?Z THERE WERE
WHATEVER LITTLE TROPHIES YOU PICKED 1 TANKS ON FIFTH AVENUE, PEOPLE KILLING
i UP AS A NEWSPAPER EPITOR. - H EACH OTHER FOR FOOD...

DON'T FLAKE
OUT ON HIM NOW THAT
WE FINALLY HAVE SOME
SOLIP GROUND TO
FIGHT SUPERMAN AND
. THE SOVIET

(51 2 RN
———

SOMETIMES, WHEN HE'S
COUN?;%’ EEﬁ,KVYEHEOMgs DRAWING CHARTS ACROSS OUR
FIRST, LUCY, BUT T HATE  \ BEPROOM WALLS AND I SEE
THE WAY HE THINKS HE CAN OUR NAMES IN LITTLE BOXES, T
JUST MANIPULATE US LIKE WONDER |F THIS BIG PLAN TO
WE'RE PIECES ON ONE OF BEAT SUPERMAN IS REALLY IN
HIS STUPID THE WORLD'S BEST INTERESTS.
CHESSBOARDS. &
SUPERMAN MIGHT
BE A NUT WITH A MESSIAH
COMPLEX, BUT PON'T YOU
THINK WE'RE IN PANGER OF
JUST REPLACING ONE
PEMAGOGLEE WITH
ANOTHER?Z

LEAST LEX LUTHOR
IS5 A PDEMAGOGLE
WHO SPEAKS




S0 WHAT HIS PLANS FOR . INVASION 1S BUT THE

MAKES YOU \ GLOBAL POMINATION THE ONLY REALISTIC SECOND HE  \
THINK HE'LL TRY HINGED UPON AMERICA'S OPTION HE'S GOT INVADES WE'RE
TO INVADE Us7 £\ COMPLETE COLLAPSE BY  LEFT IF HE'S SERIOUS

MASHED
MIPNIGHT TONIGHT, BUT MY  ABOUT THIS PERFECT
GENIUS HAS DELIVERED

POTATOES,
WORLD HE'S ALWAYS / A
OUR STRONGEST TALKED ABOUT.

ECONOMY SINCE 1776. - -

BECAUSE
SUPERMAN IS A
SICK, TOTALITARIAN
CONTROL FREAK,
JIMMY, AND FOR THE
FRST TIME IN HIS LIFE
THINGS ARE GOING
WRONG.

ALL OLR LITTLE C.|.A.-FLNDED
TOYS YOU USED TO THROW AT
HIM IN THE GOOD OLD DAYS DIPN'T
EVEN RUFFLE HIS SPIT-CURL.

WHAT -
MAKES YOU
THINK YOU
CAN GO HEAD-
TO-HEAP WITH |

THE GUY NOW
THAT HE'S
MORE SOLAR-A
CHARGED
THAN
EVER?

3 SHUT \
INDEFATIGABLE ¥ UP AND TAKE

. SUPERIORITY  ADEEP
\ “COMPLEX,” p. BREATH.




PURGATORY.
LIMBO. CALL

IT WHATEVER YOU

I DONT BELIEVE rr TOOK EIGHTEEN YEARS

THIS. YOU FIGURED
OUuT THE CODE TO

TO CRACK THAT TWENTY-
FOUR-WORDP COMBINATION,

RECHARGE THE r BUT IT WAS WORTH EVERY
GREEN LANTERN PICO-SECOND, JIMMY.
RING ANP YOU =
PIPN'T EVEN
TELL ME?

WERE RAISED TO
BELIEVEIN. T
MYSELF REFER TO
IT ASTHE
PHANTOM
ZONE.

THIS IS WHERE T
CAN TALK OUTSIDE THE
LIMITS OF SUPER HEARING
AND WORK BEYONP THE
RANGE OF THOSE EERIE,
COBALT EYES.

"COPE NAME GREEN LIGHT
IS THE BEST HOPE WE'VE HAD
IN ALMOST HALF A CENTURY
OF KNOCKING THAT BIG LATEX
CIRCUS FREAK ON HIS
INPESTRUCTIBLE BACKSIDE."




BECAUSE THE STLPID

LITTLE TRINKET'S POWERED

BY HONESTY AND WILLPOWER,

T'M SORRY TO SAY. THAT SAID, | |

IT PIDN'T TAKE LONG TO FIND
SOME NOBLE IDIOT WITH THE
NECESSARY QUALIFICATIONS.

( PO YOU REMEMBER
_COLONEL HAL JORDAN?,

. j THE NAME RINGS
. A BELL. WASNT HE
SOME KIND OF TEST
PILOT?

ONLY ONE
OF THE MOST
DECORATED PILOTS IN
MILITARY HISTORY--

SURRENDERING
THAT LEVEL OF
POWER TO SOMEONE
ELSE SOUNDS
REMARKABLY OUT OF
CHARACTER FOR YOU,
CHIEF. WHY DIDN'T
YOU JUST HANG
ONTO THE RING FOR
YOURSELF?

"ANY NORMAL MAN WOULD
HAVE LOST HIS MIND OR PIED
IN THE CONDITIONS JORPAN
ENDURED, BUT HE LASTED
FOUR YEARS LIKE THIS AND
ITWAS ALL THANKS TO HIS
INCREDIBLE WILLPOWER.

"YOU PROBABLY READ THE
STORY ABOUT HIS PLANE
GOING POWN IN MALAYSIA

| BACK IN 1983 WHEN WE WERE

STILL TRYING TO PRIVE THE
COMMUNISTS OUT OF THE
SOUTH PACIFIC.

"HE WAS CAPTURED BY
THE ENEMY, TORTURED
EVERY PAY AND FED ON A [l
PIET OF INSECTS UNTIL HE @
DROPPED TO A SKELETAL
NINETY POLINDS.

BASICALLY, HE FILLED HIS
AGONIZINGLY LONG PAYS BY BUILPING
A VIRTUAL CONCENTRATION CAMP IN
HIS HEADP FOR THE COMMUNISTS
WHO WERE PERSECUTING HIM.




"HE SPENT WEEKS
COMPOSING A PESIGN AND
THEN, AFTER SELECTING
PRECISELY THE RIGHT SPOT
IN HIS OLDP HOMETOWN,
STARTED BUILDING THE
PLACE IN REAL TIME.

"IF IT WOULD TAKE A WEEK

TO INSTALL THE GASPIPES, =

HE SPENT EXACTLY A
HUNDRED AND SIXTY EIGHT
HOURS MAKING SURE

"BY 1987, HE HAD
CONSTRUCTEPD =
SOMETHING THE SIZE
OF AFOOTBALL

"IF IT TOOK THREE
PAYS TO DIG THE
FOUNDATIONS, HE
WOLILD SPEND THREE
DAYS IMAGINING
EVERY SINGLE STEP.

STAPIUM."

EVERYTHING WAS PERFECT
AND EVEN STOPPED FOR

TO MENTALLY
EXECUTE EACH ANP
3 EVERY ONE OF HIS
| CAPTORS PURING WHAT
\ HE PESCRIBEDP AS THE
MOST JOYOUS NIGHT
OF HIS LIFE.

UNDER THE CORRECT
CRRCUMSTANCES, T
REALLY BELIEVE THAT
COLONEL JORDPAN HAS
WHAT IT TAKES TO BRING
SUPERMAN DOWN BY
HIMSELF. JIMMY--

-BUT JORPAN'S
ONLY ONE OF
SEVERAL SURPRISES
IVE GOT UP THE
SLEEVE OF MY TEN
THOUSAND DOLLAR

: THREE-PIECE.
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T CAN SEE 'S o
NOW WHY YOLR o - L
SECRETARY OF STATE u
CALLS THEMYSCIRA
e e
LR HIGHNESS. . . :
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IF THE ABSENCE

OF MEN MEANS THE MAN'S WORLD

WORLD CAN BE THIS GROWS MORE INSANE
PERFECT, PERHAPS IT'S WITH EVERY PASSING YEAR,
TIME WE BANNED THEM MRS. LUTHOR. IT'S ONLY

FROM METROPOLIS 4 | RIGHT THAT A PLACE EXISTS

TOO. WHERE WOMEN CAN BE SAFE
P, FROM THEIR VULGARITY AND /=
ALL-CONSUMING LUST.

S
i W
)/

BUT SURELY THERE
ARE SOME THNGS YOU b screp
MISSOUT THEREZ 41| 'sou

— AND SUPERMAN
== WERE SOMETHING
OF AN ITEM WHEN
YOU WORE YOUR
HIGH HEELS AND
CALLED YOURSELF
WONDER
WOMAN.

SUPERMAN HAD A CLEARNESS IN HIS
EYES WHICH I THOUGHT SEPARATED HIM
FROM THE REST OF HIS GENDER, BUT
THE TRUTH IS THAT HE'S JUST AS A
PANGEROUS AND POWER-OBSESSED £
AS ANY OTHER MALE.

AFACT, I
REGRET, THAT I
LEARNED TO MY

COST SOME
YEARS AGO.

L [

HE'S A VERY CHARISMATIC
INPIVIPUAL AND HIS APPARENT SINCERITY
FOOLED ME FOR A LONG TIME. IF YOUVE

EVER MET HIM IN THE FLESH, YOU'LL

UNDERSTAND HOW HIS SKIN

ALMOST CRACKLES.

- OH, T UNPERSTANP
\ PERFECTLY, YOUR

/ HIGHNESS. IN FACT, IF

IWASN'T SO HAPPILY
N MARRIED, I'DP
/ ALMOST FIND HIM
i ( o ‘ ATTRACTIVE
L ! MYSELF.
Y i R




2 I'VE OFTEN
WONDERED WHY A
WOMAN OF YOLIR YOUR COUNTRY, BUT I'VE
CHARACTER REMAINS BY FOUGHT ENOUGH OF HIS KILLER
THE SIDE OF THAT ROBOTS OVER THE YEARS TO
HARLESS MACHIAVELLI, REALIZE LEX LUTHOR HAS
MRS. LUTHOR. LlTTLE OR NO REGARD FOR

HUMAN LIFE.

IT'S QUITE :
CLEAR THAT THE
ONLY REASON HE
EVEN RAN FOR
PRESIDENT WAS TO
CREATE A MORE
EFFECTIVE
PLATFORM FROM
WHICH HE MIGHT
ULTIMATELY
DESTROY

SUPERMAN. f
9 ) =y

"THEN THE END
| JUSTIFIES THE

FOR ALL WE KNOW, ROOSEVELT WHY DID YO COME HERE,
ONLY RAN FOR OFFICE BECAUSE HE MRS. LUTHOR?Z AND I PON'T WANT
LIKED SKIDPING AROLUND THE WHITE TO HEAR YOUR EXCLSE ABOUT A S
HOUSE IN_A WHEELCHAR, BUT HE DPLOMATIC VISIT FROM THE FRST |IP o 1 A LR et
STILL BEAT HITLER, RIGHT? _<Slll\ | ADY ON BEHALF OF THE WONDER / [l iEX a5 JOR SUPRORT |
WOMEN OF AMERICA.
; —zd ATTACK ON SUPERMAN
o WHY ARE INSIPE THE NEXT TWENTY-
N SO (Yo REALLY FOUR RolE= el
N 4 e HEREZ 5 N\ / :
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/ / ; h ¢ V/,
\ 0 .: f‘;’g} ‘ % ~
3 N ' B - Vay/ |
! \\_/

f | - 3
B 9] \\/7 ,

.

£

119




" WE LOST THE OPERA |
HOUSE, THE OLYMPIC
STAPIUM, FORTY OR FIFTY
APARTMENT BLOCKS AND
GOD KNOWS HOW MANY
PEOPLE BEFORE WE

YOoU? IT'S DIFFICULT  TO CHECK THE FILTERS

ENOUGH MAINTAINING
SOME KIND OF ORDER
IN THIS PLACE WITHOUT
. HANDLING PROBLEMS
> LIKE THIS.

EVERY TWENTY-FOUR

THIS TO HAPPEN.

IVE JUST BEEN SO |}

PISTRACTEDP
.. LATELY.

/ =
—= @ 2 ’..7‘-' -
1

IM SO SORRY,
COMRADES: THE
FIRST ORGANISM
TO SLIP PAST MY

MICROSCOPIC

VISION IN ALL
THESE YEARS-- 4




NOT ONLY WILL T
DOUBLE MY EFFORTS TO
BRING STALINGR AP BACK TO
TS NATURAL SIZE, BUT YOU
HAVE MY WORD TLL CHECK
THE FILTER TUBES ON AN
HOURLY BASIS FROM
THIS MOMENT ON.

AGAN, T
CAN ONLY OFFER
MY APOLOGIES. T
PROMISE T'LL
NEVER LET YOU
POWN AGAIN.

VIRTUAL

[ IMAGE OFF.
\ SUPERMAN
) ourT.

BRAINIACZ WHAT KIND OF
MONSTER WOULD TRAP
AN ENTIRE CIVILIZATION

INSIDE A SAMPLE JAR? H
IT'S THE MOST GROTESQUE A
THING T'VE EVER SEEN. 4Hi

FORGIVE ME, SUPERMRAN,
BUT | D/ISAGAEE WITH YOUR
ASSERTION. | CARED FOR
THESE CULTURES AND
TENDED TO THEIR EVERY
REQUIREMENT TO SURVIVE
AS A SPECIES.

YOU CAN'T BLAME AN ALIEN
SUPERCOMPUTER FOR
STORING INFORMATION. ALL
| WAS DOING WAS
FOLLOWING MY ORIGINAL
PRIME DIRECTIVE.

BUT YOU TOOK
AWAY WHAT MADE THEM
HUMAN AND THERE'S
NEVER AN EXCUSE FOR
THAT, BRAINIAC. FAILING TO
RE-GROW THESE PEOPLE
HAS BEEN THE BLACK
SPOT OF MY CAREER.




PERHAPS, BUT OUR BIGGEST
CONCERN AT THE MOMENT
SHOULD BE EVENTS IN NORTH
AMERICA. THIS IS NO LONGER
A CASE OF THE ONE CORNER
OF THE WORLD WHERE
THINGS DIDN'T GO TO PLAN.

THE NEWLY UNITED
STATES NOW POSE
A THREAT TO
EVERYTHING YOU
HAVE EVER
ACCOMPLISHED,
SUPERMAN.

THIS IS LUTHOR'S
ULTIMATE DEATH

TRAP. HE'S SPENT |l

ALMOST TWO
DECRDES

FORMULATING THIS #&

SINGLE RSSAULT,

AND MY EVIDENCE
SUGGESTS THAT W
THINGS WILL BE

COMING TO R HERD

SHORTLY.

STRIKE FIRST.
ELIMINATE HIS
POWER BASES.
EXECUTE LUTHOR
AND COMPLETE
THE MISSION YOU
STARTED HALF A
CENTURY AGO.

B

Fl PERFECT
LWORLD 1S ONLY
HOURS RWAY IF
YOU'RE BRAVE |

ENOUGH TO GRASP | |
IT, SUPERMAN.  }

BUT I DPON'T WANT TO INVADE
THEM, BRAINIAC. EVERYTHING
IVE ACCOMPLISHED 50O FAR
HAS BEEN PONE BY WINNING
THE ARGUMENT.

>

I COULD HAVE

HADP MY UTOPIA
OVERNIGHT IF ID
HAMMERED THE

WORLD INTO
SUBMISSION WITH
MY FISTS.




L ey <§ &
BUT AMERICA IS LIKE A CANCER ‘ ) r “

CELL, SUPERMAN. YOU CAN EITHER ; \
N ACT NOW AND SURGICALLY REMOVE " IT'S A CHOICE | / a \ IF WE ATTACK NOUJ, |
THAT ONLY YOU Y /4 i ESTIMATE A TOTAL OF ONLY

IT OR STEP BACK AND LET IT
DESTROY THE REST OF THE BODY. CAN MAKE, 6.5 MILLION DERD AND A

s COMRADE. CONFLICT LASTING NO MORE
THAN EIGHT HOURS.

HOWEVER, EVERY THIRTY
MINUTES YOU DELRY THE
DECISION WILL
APPROXIMATELY DOUBLE
THE VARIABLES INVOLVED.
TIME IS CLEARALY OF THE
ESSENCE HERE.

LET ME
SEE SOME
NUMBERS.

CONGRATULATIONS,
SUPERMAN.

1 y YOU'VE
UN%ﬁsé&r;gSgg; 5 Y SUCCESSFULLY
IMMEDIATELY AND DROP  \ IPENTIFIED ONE OF
THE ESTIMATED [ THE TWO MOST
FATALITIES TO AN Ik gy FAMOUS FACES ON
AGEING KRYPTONIAN r - TERRA FIRMA.
DESPOT AND HIS y 4
CRINGING, ROBOTIC
MAN-SLAVE.

e
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BEWARE MY
POWER--

-~
W
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o
0%
Een
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IN BRIGHTEST
DAY, IN BLACKEST
NIGHT, NO EVIL
SHALL ESCAPE
MY SIGHT...
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HOW PID YOU GET
PAST THE PALACE'S
DEFENSES?

DEFENSES?
OH, T THOUGHT
THOSE WERE JUST ‘ :
DECORATIONS FOR N e e 1
SOME CHEAP : E =l
\ RUSSIAN FOLK ]
\FESTIVAL.

TYI"T AN C

[WWERPFPOOL

S0 THIS IS YOUR
FAMOUS WINTER
PALACE EH? IT'S

HARDLY SURPRISING YOU
HAVEN'T HAD A DATE IN
DPECAPES.

TELL ME IS IT
TRUE YOU AND BRAINIAC
SPEND EVERY NIGHT OF THE
WEEK PLAYING CHESS TO
STALEMATE UNTIL ONE OF
YOU BREAKS POWN AND
STARTS SOBBING FOR
OTHER?Z

WHAT ARE YOU POING HERE,
LUTHOR? I THOUGHT YOU'D BE | ‘ /
BUSY PRIMING YOUR ULTIMATE | ! A" > :
WEAPONS FOR THE BlG 2 &7/ WONDPER WOMAN
ATTACK. L AND THE GREEN LANTERN
MARINE CORPSZ OH, THEY'RE
GOOP, SUPERMAN, BUT
THEY'RE HARDLY THE BASIS
OF MY ASSAULT UPON YOLR
EVIL EMPIRE.

I CAME HERE
TO FIGHT YOU ON
MY OWN TERMS,

MAN OF STEEL.

ARE YOU
READPY TO LOCK
HORNS WITH THE
MOST PANGEROUS |_
MIND IN THE
WORrRLDPZ




URK! i
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BRAINIAC!
a8 WHAT THE
> HELL ARE YOU
P> S POINGZ

MY CALCULATIONS

SOMETHING WE SHOULD HRVE
DONE MANY YEARS AGO, SUPERMAN.
LUTHOR SIMPLY MUST BE TURNED
INTO A SUPERMAN ROBOT LIKE WE
DID WITH ALL THE OTHER
TROUBLEMRKERS OVER THE YERRS.

| COULDN'T ALLOW HIM

TO DEBATE WITH YOU,
SUPERMAN. ENTERING R

CONVERSATION WITH A LEVEL
NINE INTELLIGENCE 1S MORE

DANGEROUS THAN ANY
DEATH TRAP.

WERE THAT HE COULD
HAVE TALKED YOU
INTD SUICIDE WITHIN
FOURTEEN MINUTES.

i

i

. l@

SO THATS IT?Z §

THIS IS HOW IT
ALL ENDS?Z

NO, THERE'S STILL
THE MATTER OF THE
AMERICAN FORCES
PREPARING TO
ATTACK, SUPERMAN,
BUT THE DECISION IS
NOW QUITE SIMPLE--

DO YOU MEET
AGGRESSION WITH
AGGRESSION OR DO
YOU ALLOW THESE
PEOPLE TO TRKE
| APART EVERYTHING
h YOU'VE EVER
ACCOMPLISHED?




GREEN LANTERN
CORPS, THIS IS COLONEL
HAL JORPAN! MAINTAIN A
SPEEDR OF MACH SIX AND

PICK AN ALTITUDE WHERE YOU

AREN'T GOING TO KILL ANY
IRDPS!

BRAINIAC; WE CAN CONVERGE “
PREPARE THE SHIP  IN WASHINGTON AT
FOR A FULL-SCALE SIXTEEN HUNDRED
ASSALLT. YOU  HOURS AND SEIZE
TAKE THE WEST  THE WHITE HOUSE
COAST AND T'LL TOGETHER.
TAKE THE EAST. /

DPAMN YOU
FOR MAKING
ME PO THIS,

LUTHOR!

./ PARPON ME, MISTER VICE
PRESIDENT, BUT WE'VE FOUND
THIS, 50 LET'S KNOCK THE
BALL OUT OF THE PARK THINK YOU'D BETTER TAKE A
AND MAKE THE FOLKS BACK LOOK AT, SIR...
HOME PROUP, HUH? _« ‘ ]




AY |
MAYPAY ! UNIPE]
FLYING OBJECT HEAPING
SOUTH, SOUTHWEST AT
SIX TIMES THE SPEED
OF

SOUNP!

STAY COOL,
GENTLEMEN! PON'T BE
INTIMIPATEDP! THIS 1S

EXACTLY WHAT WE

TRAINED FOR!

“LIKE HELL

ITIS, SR! HE'S |
GONNA KILL US
ALLY




HE'S TOO FAST,
COLONEL! IT'S
COMPLETELY

HOPELESS!

NOT IN MY
LEXICON, RAYNER!
NOW SHLUIT UP AND

THINK GREEN
THOUGHTS! /A

ICANTHOLP IT, SIR!
MY MIND'S STARTING
TO WANPER AND T'M
THINKING ABOUT A
TV SHOW I WATCHED
AS AKIP!

REMEMBER THE
PRESIDENT'S PESIGN,
BOYS: THIS HAS cOT TO
BE A BOX WITHIN A BOX
WITHIN AN INFINITE
NUMBER OF BOXES!

EACH LAYER
SHOULD BE ONE :
MICRON THIN SO THE
ENTIRE STRUCTURE IS
IMPOSSIBLE TO
BREACH!

SO BITE YOUR LIP AND
COUNT TO TEN, GARDNER! IT
DPOESN'T MATTER WHAT HE'S
HITTING US WITH HERE--

IN THE PENTAGON BY
SUNPOWN, SOLPDIER!




A THOLUIGHT-
BASEDP WEAPON
AGAINST SOMEONE
WHO CAN MOVE AT
TEN TIMES THE
\ SPEEPD OF
. THOUGHT?Z

THINK FRESH
PICTURES! THINK

FRESH--I!

Y NOT
TOO SMART,

|  COLONEL

\  JORDAN.

7 NOW STAY &

HERE AND MAKE
YOURSELVES
COMFORTABLE,

COMRADES. TILL BE

BACK IN AN HOLR TO J#
REPROGRAM

EVERYONE.

TO WONPER WOMEN:
THE GREEN LANTERN
MARINE CORPS HAVE BEEN
NEUTRALIZEP! IREPEAT:
THE GREEN LANTERN
MARINE CORFPS HAVE BEEN
NEUTRALIZED!

ARE YoU
READPY TO
ENGAGE?




PON'T MAKE
ME PO THIS, DIANA! T

. DON'T WANT TO HURT

YOU, BUT IWILLIFT
HAVE TO...

7 READY N\
( AND WILLING,
A\ COMMANDER .,

OUR
CHOICE,
PRINCESS.




HE'S CRUCIFYING THE
AMAZONS AND THE BRAINIAC SHIP
HAS DISABLED NINETY PERCENT OF

OLUR FLEET IN THE PACIFIC N A
MATTER OF MINUTES. WHAT
HAVE WE GOT TO LOSE?Z,

"

RELEASE ALL «
THOSE SUPER- [ &
VILLAINS LUTHOR
CREATED OVER THE
YEARS! JUST HIT HIM
WITH EVERYTHING
WE'VE GOT. ~

7 wHY AREYOU N[LA/S
[ SIDING WITH THEM N[l
"LIKE THIS, PIANA? _ |

THE WORLP HERE,
You IPIOT!

WONPER WOMEN;“"\
FALL BACK ANDP ATTENP
TO ANY CASUALTIES!
YOU'VE BEEN RELIEVEPD!

LETS cO
FOR IT, BOYS!
THIS IS OUR
LAST STANP!
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LOIS! FORGET
THE PLAN! IT
POESN'T MATTER
ANYMORE! WE'VE o
JUsST cOT TO GET
¥ OUT OF HERE!

YOU SAID IT
YOURSELF, LUCY:
LEX LUTHOR POESN'T
= MAKE MISTAKES AND
| HE ISNT GOING TO
MAKE ONE NOW.
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77 1M GONG
¥/ TOHAVE TO ASK

THE AREA,
MRS. LUTHOR!




I RESPECT THE
Y FACT THAT YOURE
TAKING A STAND LIKE THIS,
BUT WERE DESTROYING
EVERYTHING WITHIN A FIVE-
MILE RADIUS OF THE
PENTAGON AND I DON'T A&
2, WANT ANYONE HURT. \; o

~f SUPERMAN, BUT
o THIS 15 MY HOME
AND IMA NOT
BUPMGIING AN

I DON'T THINK YOU ] ‘ ) / WITH THE GREATEST RESPECT.
UNPERSTAND, MA AM:. WE'VE STILL ¥ >
YOUR AIR FORCE HAS BEEN

¢ d 1 MRS. LUTHOR, T HARDLY THINK A
GOT ONE (o 3 BROWN MANILA ENVELOPE
NEUTRALIZED AND YOLR SHELL LEFT IN v 4 15 GOING TO STOP ME IN MY
SUPERPEOPLE HAVE BEEN OUR ARSENAL., : TRACKS; EVEN IF IT POES HAVE
" SCATTERED TO THE | | SlrermaN - A PRESIDENTIAL SEAL.
WINDS. ~ YOU THNK TM Wz —
AMERICA IS KifgiNe JLOT I8
A HAVE ANYTHING 9 IN MY INSIPE
\ LEFT TO HIT ME




WHAT AM I POINGZ WELL,
THEY SAY THE PEN IS MIGHTIER
THAN THE SWORP, LOIS, SO
IM DISTILLING EVERYTHING
SUPERMAN HATES AND FEARS
ABOUT HIMSELF INTO A
SINGLE SENTENCE.

HE MIGHT SHRUG
OFF ANUCLEAR STRIKE,
BUT I GUARANTEE THIS IS
GOING TO STRIKE THAT
FLAMEPC)E;%’OsF HEART

| COULDN'T ALLOW HIM TO MY CALCULATIONS
DEBATE WITH YOU, SUPERMAN.  WERE THAT HE COULD
ENTERING A CONVERSATION WITH  HAVE TALKED YOU
A LEVEL NINE INTELLIGENCE IS INTO SUICIDE WITHIN
MORE DRANGEROUS THAN ANY FOURTEEN MINUTES.
DEATH TRAF.
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OH MY eéopP! :
WHAT HAVE I PONEZ
ALL T WANTED WAS TO
PUT AN END TO ALL THE
WARS AND FAMINES! |88
I ONLY WANTED THE
BEST FOR EVERYONE, /

) YOUVE GOT TO Z

BELIEVE ME...

SUPERMAN, - \\
YOU APPEAR TO BE ) '\
DISTRESSED-- .

WHAT'S N ]
WRONGZ )




BUT YOU CAN'T STOP NOW 1\
WHEN YOU'RE ON THE BRINK {8
! A OF UTOPIA, SUPERMAN.  §
I'MJIUST AS AW N DENYING THEM PERFECTION
BADP AS YOU/ WERE, M |S MORE MORALLY CORRUPT
BRAINIAC. T'M JUST THAN ENFORCING IT.
ANOTHER ALIEN BULLYING : AT LEAST LEAVING

A LESS DEVELOPED \ i | THEM ALONE MEANS
SPECIES AND IT'S N R : 7 \ 5/ | THEY CAN MAKE THEIR
MORALLY L\ 4/ | OWN MISTAKES AGANN,
UNTUSTIFIABLE. \ \NEE ; COMRADE. LUTHOR'S
= \ | RIGHT ; THIS ISN'T HOW
. THE WORLD WAS MEANT,
TO BE.

SWITCH OFF \ > |
YOLEAONE AREWEVEND
COMPADE. WERE iU ; RIGHT TO
GOING HOME. o, ) INTERFERE.

WE WERENT
.

AND THAT
1S YOLR FINAL
PECISION? |5 THERE
NOTHING I CAN SAY
WHICH MIGHT CHANGE
YOUR MNP ON THIS
07  MATTERZ )\

WELL, I'M
AFRAID THAT'S
NOTHING, JusT
BRAINIAC. @ N\ UNACCEPTABLE,

MAN OF STEEL...
ABSOLUTELY
NOTHING.




plp You
REALLY THINK YOU
COULD REPROGRAM ME,
LITTLE THINGZ A LEVEL 12
INTELLIGENCE? DIp YOU
REALLY THINK T COULPN'T
OUTMANELVER THOSE
CLUMSY HUMAN
FINGERSZ

THE NOTION /5

F PREPOSTERCLS.
ostosAKE
GOV’ .
— SOMEBODY
X HELP HM!

DON'T DIE
CALLING ME R
MONSTER,
SUPERMAN.

IT IS IMPORTANT

THAT YOU REALIZE
YOU AND | ARE
EXACTLY THE
SAME KIND OF
CRERTURES.

| WASN'T UNDER YOUR
COMMAND. YOU WERE
UNDER MINE, SUPERMAN;
EXPANDING AND
CONSUMING COUNTRY BY
COUNTRY, UNTIL AN
ENTIRE WORLD RAN TO
MY IDER,

LS.
SUCH A SHAME THAT
YOU WON'T BE ALIVE
TO SEE THE WORK k&
COMPLETE: TO SEE THE
WORK CONTINUE, &
PLANET BY PLANET,
UNTIL AN ENTIRE
UNIVERSE HUMS
UNDER MY BATTERY.




- LETTING ME INTO
THE HEART OF THIS THING
WAS HIS FIRST MISTAKE,
PARLING, BUT THE BIG ONE
WAS UNDERESTIMATING THE
RESOURCEFULNESS OF

cUT OFF BY
THOSE CLUMSY
HUMAN FINGERS HE

OUTMANEWVERING. /

DEAR LOIS.

YOLUR MOVE,
SUPERMAN.
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NICE OF YOoU TO I
SAVE THE C.RU. BEFORE !
YOl SQUASHED HIM, ALIEN, BUT WILL
YOU HAVE THE PECENCY TO LEAVE
EARTH NOW THAT YOU REALIZE
WHAT A SOCIOLOGICAL
PISASTER YOUVE
BEEN CAUSINGZ

FIRST, I PLAN
TO BURY THIS IN THE
SEA OF TRANQUILITY.
LUTHOR. THEN WE CAN
FIGURE CUT WHETHER OR K_

>
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FIF
SEVEN SECONPS TO
DETONATION...!

=7 OH MY EOPD! HE
' MUST HAVE HAD A SELF-
| PESTRUCT MECHANISM
ENCOPDEP INTO THE HARD
DPRIVE IN CASE SOMETHING
LIKE THIS EVER
HAPPENED!

THE SIX MINI -
BLACK HOLES THAT
WERE POWERING HIS
ENGINES HAVE BEEN

WHAT DO N
YOU THINK. [
LUTHOR?

BUT POWER
ONTHIS LEVEL BEING
UNLEASHED IS GOING TO
WIPE OUT EVERYTHING IN
A FIFTEEN MILLION MILE
RAPIUS! EVEN YOU
AREN'T THAT
FAST!




SOMETHING X
WONDERFLUIL,

! ) s
N
1IN //}E
-S\ e/ \ I
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LEX, I KNOW YOURE
NOT GOING TO HEAR THIS
MESSAGE FOR A WHILE OR EVEN
SEE THE EXPLOSION UNTIL THE
LIGHT REACHES YOU, BUT THERE'S
SOMETHING T HAVE TO SAY 4
BEFORE I GO...
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THE WORLD READPY TO EMBRACE
LUTHORISM EVEN MORE READILY
THAN EVER BEFORE.

ONE COULD W
ALMOST BE FORGIVEN NS
FOR THINKING THAT THIS gt
HAD ALL BEEN WORKED ’ S
OUT TO THE TENTH i
DECIMAL POINT FORTY A
YEARS AGO, EH?

CHECKMATE,
SUPERMAN.

R N
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' FOR THE FIRST TIME IN
HUMAN HISTORY, THE

5 "
- [i k
o% i 8 WORLD HAP TASTEDP PEATH
| ANP SO THEY GLORIEP IN

» s

E

B THEIR TRILUMPH, AS
5 EXCITED BY SUPERMAN'S
p:m"g PEFEAT AS THEY WERE BY

W50t 008 BRAINIAC'S.
ol o0 =7
’0‘ »
IR

= -LEX LUTHOR ANP JIMMY OLSEN
WON A LANPSLIPE VICTORY IN 2004,
RE-ELECTEDP TO THE WHITE HOUSE WITH ¥
A STAGGERING HUNPREP ANP ONE

PERCENT OF THE VOTE.

TO THIS PAY, SCIENTISTS ANDP
| MATHEMATICIANS ARE BAFFLED BY
Wil 7HE RESULT, EVERYONE A LITTLE
| TOO SUPERSTITIOUS TO BLAME
THE FIGLIRE ON A gOMPUT ER §

REED FROM SUPERMAN'S
ALL-SEEING EYE, THE SOVIET
EMPIRE PESCENPEDP INTO
| CHAOS FOR A WHILE LINTIL
| THE BATMEN REAPPEARED
ANP BROUGHT JUSTICE TO
THE STREETS AGAN.

/

/ W

\ \/ \ A3
ITHIN SIX MONTHS,
LUTHOR WAS RLINNING

THEIR ECONOMY . WITHIN |
i A YEAR, EVEN MOSCOW
HAP SIGNED UP WITH HIS
GLOBAL UNITEP
STATES.

e — I ALMOST HATE T

ETTING UP HOME IN THE APMIT IT, BUT SUPERMAN
WINTER PALACE, HE COMBINEDP ANP BRAINIAC ACTUALLY HAD

HIS OWN IPEAS WITH NOTES SOME SURPRISINGLY GOOD
FROM THE ARCHIVES, CREATING IPEAS HERE, BOYS.

A BRAND-NEW STYLE OF
GOVERNMENT UNLIKE ANYTHING
WE'DP EVER SEEN...




‘ 1l
CANCEE WAS cONE
\ BEFORE TOO LONG,

AIPS CONSIGNEP TO
THE HISTORY BOOKS.

=l }:|
|

?" |
’.'-Dé’E B 1 |
IABETES, BLINPNESS
IR |\ D EVERY INHERITED
FORM OF ILLNESS WAS
ERADICATED BY A MAN
WHO INVENTEDP A PILL
WHICH MEANT HUMAN
BEINGS DIPN'T EVEN NEED
TO SLEEP ANYMORE.

e

E Y HIS SEVENTY-FIFTH
BIRTHPAY, LUTHOR HAP
RETIREP THE CONVENTIONAL
POLITICIANS ANP CREATEP

A ONE WORLDP GOVERNMENT
COMPOSED OF ARTISTS,
WRITERS, PHILOSOPHERS

ANP SCIENTISTS...

Y THE AGE OF A
HUNPREDP ANP TWENTY,
THE ENTIRE SOLAR
SYSTEM HAP BEEN
COLONIZED, THE TRIPLE
HAP REPLACEP THE
COLUPLE ANP THE
AVERAGE MAN WOLILP ]
LIVE FOR AN INCREP/BLE -

EIGHT HUNPRED YEARS. |

\
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FOURTH MILLENNILUM,
AS HE LAY PYING IN HIS
CRYOCHAMBER WITH
HIS PEAR WIFE BESIPE =

HIM, HE WAS ASKED BY
NEWSBOTS ABOUT
HIS GREATEST
ACCOMPLISHMENT. | =

SIMPLE, HE
WHISPERED.
REPLYING WITHOLIT
A MOMENT S
HESITATION—-

DEFEATING THE ALIEN,
MY BOY. WHAT IN THE
WORLD COLULD POSSIBLY
COMPARE WITH SAVING MY
PEOPLE FROM
SUPERMANZ

BN FACE, POCTOR
LEX LUTHOR
PIEP.




HIS WIPOW MIGHT RECOGNIZE ME
AT THE FUNERAL. WOLILD SHE
SEE THROUGH THE GLASSES ANDP
THE PARK BLUE SUIT OF THE

AFTER ALL, A

7 PULITZER

o PRIZE-WINNING
JOURNALIST.

WHAT 'S UP,
MOMZ ARE
YOU OKAY'Z
/] =
v 2l )
N\
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FINE, ALBERT.
ABSOLUTELY FINE. I JUusT
HAD THE STRANGEST SENSE OF
PEJA VLI FOR A MOMENT.

[

I

T#E CITY WAS RENAMED
LEXOR OVER FIVE
HUNDPREP YEARS
EARLIER, BUT YOU
COULP STILL RECOGNIZE
SOME OF THE OLP
LANPMARKS LIKE THE
METROPOLIS TOWERS
ANP THE PAILY PLANET
BUILPING.

ey

-

| VAT

B~ vucH o my
SLRPRISE, SHE PIPN'T.

LA

H OT EVEN FOR
A SECOND.

I




IN MANY WAYS, SLIPERMAN
REALLY PIP PIE ON THE
OUTER REACHES OF THE

SOLAR SYSTEM ALL
THOSE CENTURIES AGO.

PROFPFEDP A PECIMAL POINT
WHEN HE CALCULATED MY
PENSITY, BUT HE
SUCCESSFULLY MAPE ME
REALIZE THAT THE HUMAN
RACE COULD THRIVE
WITHOUT ME.

Ll

ETHRIAN RS :
FOP THE FIRST TIME, I COULP
SIT BACK ANDP SEE THE
WONPERS OF THE WORLD
THROUGH HUMAN EYES
ANP APPRECIATE A
RESOLURCEFUINESS THAT I
HADP FAILEP TO GIVE THEM
CREPIT FOR.

' NKINDP HADP EVOLVED
VWi 7O BECOME THE MOST
W ADVANCEDP SPECIES IN THE

| KNOWN UNIVERSE,

INSPIREDP ANP LEDP BY A
BILLION YEARS OF THE
LUTHOR LINEAGE ...

— A
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ENA LUTHOR, THE ARTIST,

LOMBARP LUTHOR: THE IMAGINEER , [
LORI LUTH-145; THE MATHEMAGICIAN, |,
JORPAN LUTH-1938; PIONEERING y
NECRONAUT ANP FIRST MAN TO SET
FOOT IN THE AFTERLIFE.

LEX-L, TORPAN-L, LANA L ANP, OF
COURSE, LEX LUTHOR'S GREAT-
GRANPSON TO THE POWER FIFTY: A \
YOUNG MAN CALLEP JOR-L WHOSE
1.Q. EXCEEPEDP THAT OF EVEN HIS

BELOVEP ANCESTOR.

BUT HE'S BEEN ACTING
STRANGE LATELY; WORKING
TOO HARDP ANP TELLING THE
WORLP THAT OUR BRIGHT,
REP SUN THAT HAS PIMMEDP
MY POWERS ANP AGEDP MY
MINP |5 IN PANGER OF

CONSUMING Us.

| WONPERZ COR IS5 THIS TO |+
BE THE FIRST TIME IN |
COUNTLESS YEARS
THAT A LUTHOR HAP
MADPE A MISTAKEZ

) ~ R




IT'S ALMOST LIKE
THEY'VE NOTHING LEFT
TOPOBUTPDIE BUTTI
REFUSE TO LET THEIR
EMPTINESS BRING ANY

HARM TO YOoUu, MY
LITTLE KAL-L.

WHY SHOULD YoU
HAVE TO SUFFER FOR
BEING BORN INTO A
WORLPD WITH NOTHING
LEFT TO CONQUER?

piorst ||

WERE
GOVERNED
BY IPIOTS, |

LARAI

WHAT HAPPENED,\Y LISTENZ THOSE
JOR-LZ DIDN'T THE [| OVER-SATISFIED
SCIENCE COUNCIL FOOLS PIDN'T EVEN
LISTEN TO YOUR LOOK AT MY
WARNINGS?Z REAPINGS.

I GAVE THEM FIRM,
SUBSTANTIATEDP
EVIPENCE THAT THE
EARTH IS ON THE BRINK
OF COLLAPSING INTO
OUR OWN SUN AND THEY
TELL ME THE PLANET'S
MERELY SHIFTING ITS
ORBIT.

PO WE REALLY HAVE TO
SEND HIM SO FAR BACK,
JOR-LZ THE SUN'S RAYS
WERE YELLOW IN THOSE
PAYS, THEIR PEOPLE WEAK
AND PRIMITIVE. HE'S GOING
TO BE SO PIFFERENT
4 FROM EVERYONE.

BE FAST. HELL BE
VIRTUALLY
INPESTRUC-

TIBLE--

-AND HE'LL
NEED THESE
ADPVANTAGES TO
SURVIVE, MY
PARLING.




GOOPBYE, MY SON. 6O
BACK AND CHANGE THE WORLD
S0 THAT WE MIGHT NOT
BECOME THIS COLP,
COMPLACENT LOT...

2| "..GO BACK AND
BRING A LITTLE

LIGHT TO OLR
LIVES AGAIN."

=

/




THE UKRAINE,
RUSSIA, 1938:
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Strange visitor from another world who can change the course of
mighty rivers, bend steel in his bare hands ... and who, as the
champion of the common worker, fights a never-ending battle for

Stalin, Socialism and the international expansion of the Warsaw Pact.

In this Elseworlds tale, a familiar rocketship crash-lands on Earth
carrying an infant who will one day become the most powerful being
on the planet. But his ship doesn't land in America. He is not raised
in Smallville, Kansas. Instead, he makes his new home on a collec-
tive in the Soviet Union!

From the mind of Mark Millar, the best-selling writer of Ultimates and THE
AUTHORITY, comes this strangely different take on the Superman mythos.
Featuring art by Dave Johnson, Kilian Plunkett, Andrew Ruobinson,
and Walden Wong, with an introduction by film producer Tom DeSanto

(Apt Pupil, X-Men, XZ: X-Men United).




